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across America—is preserving the char-
acter and vitality of our small towns 
and rural communities. This isn’t just 
about economics. It is also about main-
taining our identity as Iowans. Main 
Street Iowa helps preserve Iowa’s heart 
and soul by providing funds to revi-
talize downtown business districts. 
This program has allowed towns such 
as Mason City to use that money to le-
verage other investments to jumpstart 
change and renewal. I am so pleased 
that Cerro Gordo County has earned 
$150,000 through this program. These 
grants build much more than buildings. 
They build up the spirit and morale of 
people in our small towns and local 
communities. 

School grants: Every child in Iowa 
deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That is why, for the past decade and a 
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, Cerro 
Gordo County has received $2.2 million 
in Harkin grants. 

Disaster mitigation and prevention: 
In 1993, when historic floods ripped 
through Iowa, it became clear to me 
that the national emergency-response 
infrastructure was woefully inadequate 
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood- 
ravaged communities. I went to work 
dramatically expanding the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps 
communities reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and 
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more 
than helping people and businesses get 
back on their feet after a disaster, it 
means doing our best to prevent the 
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future. 
The hazard mitigation program that I 
helped create in 1993 provided critical 
support to Iowa communities impacted 
by the devastating floods of 2008. Cerro 
Gordo County has received over $9 mil-
lion to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters. 

Agricultural and rural development: 
Because I grew up in a small town in 
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal 
friend and fierce advocate for family 
farmers and rural communities. I have 
been a member of the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committee for 40 years— 
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-

mittee. Across the decades, I have 
championed farm policies for Iowans 
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs; 
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust 
economic development in our rural 
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the 
farm bill, Cerro Gordo County has re-
ceived more than $8.4 million from a 
variety of farm bill programs. 

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I 
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately 
trained and equipped, able to respond 
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance, 
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since 
2001, Cerro Gordo County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $1.19 million 
for firefighter safety and operations 
equipment and more than $879,000 in 
Byrne Justice Assistance Grants. 

Wellness and health care: Improving 
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been 
passionate about for decades. That is 
why I fought to dramatically increase 
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole 
range of initiatives to improve the 
health of individuals and families not 
only at the doctor’s office but also in 
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans 
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke- 
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for 
themselves and their families. These 
efforts not only save lives, they will 
also save money for generations to 
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for 
a whopping 75 percent of annual health 
care costs. I am pleased that Cerro 
Gordo County has recognized this im-
portant issue by securing more than 
$460,000 for community wellness activi-
ties. 

This is at least a partial accounting 
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Cerro Gordo County, during 
my time in Congress. In every case, 
this work has been about partnerships, 
cooperation, and empowering folks at 
the State and local level, including in 
Cerro Gordo County, to fulfill their 
own dreams and initiatives. And, of 
course, this work is never complete. 
Even after I retire from the Senate, I 
have no intention of retiring from the 
fight for a better, fairer, richer Iowa. I 
will always be profoundly grateful for 
the opportunity to serve the people of 
Iowa as their Senator.∑ 

f 

MUSCATINE COUNTY, IOWA 
∑ Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 

initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State, and it has been deeply 
gratifying to see how my work in Con-
gress has supported these local efforts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
residents of Muscatine County to build 
a legacy of a stronger local economy, 
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity. 

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative 
leadership in your community has 
worked with me to secure funding in 
Muscatine County worth over $4.8 mil-
lion and successfully acquire financial 
assistance from programs I have fought 
hard to support, which have provided 
more than $10.2 million to the local 
economy. 

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together is the commu-
nity’s success in obtaining over $2.5 
million for airport improvements since 
2001. As a strong supporter of small 
community airports, I have long fought 
for funding from programs that support 
service to small communities and in-
frastructure support to keep these air-
ports modern. 

Among the highlights: 
Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-

opment through targeted community 
projects: In Southeast Iowa, we have 
worked together to grow the economy 
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development 
projects, including improved roads and 
bridges, modernized sewer and water 
systems, and better housing options for 
residents of Muscatine County. In 
many cases, I have secured Federal 
funding that has leveraged local invest-
ments and served as a catalyst for a 
whole ripple effect of positive, creative 
changes. For example, working with 
mayors, city council members, and 
local economic development officials in 
Muscatine County, I have fought for 
$450,000 to improve the water system as 
well as more than $894,000 in funds for 
flood control, helping to create jobs 
and expand economic opportunities. 

School grants: Every child in Iowa 
deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That is why for the past decade and a 
half I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
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Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, 
Muscatine County has received more 
than $3.5 million in Harkin grants. 
Similarly, schools in Muscatine County 
have received funds that I designated 
for Iowa Star Schools for technology 
totaling $32,500. 

Agricultural and rural development: 
Because I grew up in a small town in 
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal 
friend and fierce advocate for family 
farmers and rural communities. I have 
been a member of the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committee for 40 years, in-
cluding more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have 
championed farm policies for Iowans 
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs; 
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust 
economic development in our rural 
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the 
farm bill, Muscatine County has re-
ceived more than $1.1 million from a 
variety of farm bill programs. 

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I 
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately 
trained and equipped, able to respond 
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance, 
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since 
2001, Muscatine County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $2.1 million 
for firefighter safety and operations 
equipment. 

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved 
and admired my brother Frank, who 
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by 
the discrimination and obstacles he 
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for 
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA, 
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have 
had four guiding goals for our fellow 
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent 
living and economic self-sufficiency. 
Nearly a quarter century since passage 
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes 
in communities everywhere I go in 
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed 
captioned television but in the full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in 
our society and economy, folks who at 
long last have the opportunity to con-
tribute their talents and to be fully in-
cluded. These changes have increased 
economic opportunities for all citizens 
of Muscatine County, both those with 

and without disabilities. And they 
make us proud to be a part of a com-
munity and country that respects the 
worth and civil rights of all of our citi-
zens. 

This is at least a partial accounting 
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Muscatine County, during my 
time in Congress. In every case, this 
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the 
State and local level, including in 
Muscatine County, to fulfill their own 
dreams and initiatives. And, of course, 
this work is never complete. Even after 
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a 
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always 
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as 
their Senator.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING NICHOLAS 
CAROTHERS NIMMO 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Madam President, 
today I wish to congratulate Nicholas 
‘‘Cole’’ Carothers Nimmo, on obtaining 
one of the Boy Scouts of America’s 
highest ranks of Eagle Scout. 

Cole began his journey to the rank of 
Eagle Scout when he became a Boy 
Scout in 2008. Throughout his time in 
the Boy Scouts, he has tirelessly 
worked to achieve this next rank and 
honor. He completed his Eagle project 
this past fall by leading a team of 
friends, family, and leaders in raising 
money for the materials and building a 
large storage shed for a local girls sum-
mer camp. Becoming an Eagle Scout 
enabled Cole to develop an apprecia-
tion and love of the outdoors. Biking in 
the Acadia National Forest with Troop 
388, canoeing on the Susquehanna 
River, and earning his favorite merit 
badge in camping were highlights of his 
tenure in the scouts thus far. 

As one of tomorrow’s leaders, Cole’s 
dedication to his local community en-
hances my faith in our great Nation’s 
future. His training has enabled him to 
develop skills and knowledge that will 
help him serve those around him his 
whole life. It is truly an honor for me 
to help in celebrating his advancement 
to Eagle Scout. Continuing at this 
level of accomplishment, with such a 
strong commitment to civic duty, Cole 
will become a strong, contributing cit-
izen of this great Nation. He knows 
that achieving the rank of Eagle is just 
the beginning of a life filled with lead-
ership and service opportunities. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Cole on his loyal serv-
ice and contributions to his troop and 
community.∑ 

f 

ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN 
AWARENESS MONTH 

∑ Mr. NELSON. Madam President, I 
recognize this June as the inaugural 
Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness 
Month. Alzheimer’s remains one of our 
Nation’s leading causes of death, and 
the number of diagnoses is expected to 

triple by 2050—resulting in 16 million 
Americans over the age of 65 living 
with Alzheimer’s. Today, one in three 
seniors will die with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Currently, in my home of State of 
Florida, 480,000 residents over the age 
of 65 are living with Alzheimer’s, and 
the number is project to rise to 720,000 
by 2050. 

Given these staggering numbers, it is 
important we focus our resources to 
address this disease as outlined in the 
National Alzheimer’s Plan, a roadmap 
for confronting Alzheimer’s and demen-
tia. The National Alzheimer’s Plan is 
released annually and outlines steps 
the government should pursue in the 
fight against Alzheimer’s. Last year, 
the Special Committee on Aging, for 
which I am privileged to serve as chair-
man, held a hearing to assess the 
progress made in combatting Alz-
heimer’s disease and examined the first 
year of the National Alzheimer’s Plan 
as it continues its ongoing efforts to 
find an effective treatment by 2025. 

This June, the first Alzheimer’s and 
Brain Awareness Month, we must ini-
tiate a global conversation about Alz-
heimer’s disease and other dementias. 
Despite the prevalence of the disease, 
it is still widely misunderstood. The 
Alzheimer’s Association, the world’s 
leading voluntary health organization 
in Alzheimer’s care, support, and re-
search, is working to reduce stigma 
surrounding the illness, promote edu-
cation on the realities of the disease, 
and help promote research to end Alz-
heimer’s disease. The Alzheimer’s As-
sociation is also encouraging Ameri-
cans to ‘‘Go Purple’’—the color of the 
Alzheimer’s movement to fight Alz-
heimer’s disease and promote public 
awareness of this month’s mission. 

Recently, the Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion of America, AFA, released a cost 
analysis report of the caregiver provi-
sions in the 2012 National Alzheimer’s 
Plan. The AFA works to ensure the 
best care and services are available to 
improve quality of life for individuals 
confronting Alzheimer’s disease. I be-
lieve that the work of the AFA and 
other Alzheimer’s advocacy organiza-
tions is increasingly important as we 
continually work to improve the care 
and well-being for those living with 
Alzheimer’s disease while also improv-
ing the quality of life for caregivers 
and family members as they care for 
their loved ones. 

AFA’s recent report, ‘‘Cost of Care: 
Quantifying Care-Centered Provisions 
of the National Plan to Address Alz-
heimer’s Disease,’’ evaluates the costs 
and benefits associated with implemen-
tation of coordinated care delivery 
models, transitional care programs, 
and expanded caregiver supports in the 
2012 National Alzheimer’s Plan. AFA 
found that implementation of these 
caregiver provisions provide significant 
cost savings while promoting better 
health outcomes for those living with 
Alzheimer’s disease by reducing hos-
pital readmissions and emergency 
room visits and delaying nursing home 
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